Site Council Minutes

May 12, 2011
1. Call to order at 3:10

a. In attendance: Brenda Dinius, Heather Bates, German Quiroga, Linda Campbell, Meg Sheehan, Joslyn Withers, Julie Stewart, Carol Galland.  Audience member was Karen Schnider.

2. Approval of April 14th minutes

a. Brenda motioned and minutes were approved as is.

3. Call to the audience

a. None 

4. Information Items/Announcements

a. SCPC Report

i. No report this month as Joann Roadman did not attend this Site Council meeting.

b. PTC/Parent Report

i. The last meeting was held on Tuesday, May 10th.

ii. The Lucky Wishbone fundraiser earned $75 for the PTC

iii. Howenstine was represented well with 29 people partaking in the fundraiser at Lucky Wishbone.

iv. PTC will be planning for more fundraisers to replenish monies.

v. They will be recruiting parents for the next school year.

vi. The Gang Awareness presentation drew between seven and nine parents.

vii. The Drug Awareness presentation drew no parents.  However, the officer that was here to do the presentation is willing to present next school year.

c. Student Council

i. The “No Texting and Driving” presentation/assembly went very well and seemed well received.

ii. The Service Learning Assembly went well and ran smoothly.

iii. The field day was successful except for one student.

iv. The Campus Clean up will continue until the end of the school year.

d. Community Representative

i. The Art mural will hopefully be completed this month.

ii. There will be a celebration for the mural on June 17th at sunset.

iii. The Bicycling Committee will be sponsoring a “Ride the Silence,” to honor cyclists who have been killed in Tucson on May 18th.

iv. German hopes to be involved in more mural projects in the future with Howenstine.

e. Principal’s Report

i. Maritza did not attend the meeting.

ii. There are many activities planned for the end of the school year.  

1. Senior breakfast on Wednesday, May 18th, at 8:00 next door at Knights of Columbus.

2. The Awards Ceremony will be on Thursday, May 19th at 6:00 here at Howenstine.

3. Graduation will be on May 25th at 7:00 at Leo Rich Theater. 

5. Discussion/Action Items

a. Elections for next school year

i. Heather looked into how parents are elected to Site Council.  Parents are elected from the constituency (PTC).  Names are then submitted to the Site Council.

ii. There will be no Site Council meeting in August because of the beginning of the school year.

iii. There will be a classified position open on the Site Council next school year.  Elections will be held in the next school year.

b. Tucson High letter concerning expansion of University High School
i. If UHS expands, it will take all of the top performing students away from other high school sites.

ii. This will affect test scores and course offerings.

iii. UHS is in the planning stages of expansion, although there has been discussion for years about expansion and/or combining with Dodge Middle School.

iv. Every high school is unique and has their own draws that attract students.

v. High performing students may want to stay at Tucson High, or other high schools, because of the programs offered at the schools.

vi. There needs to be more information on why there is a concern about the University High expansion.

vii. This expansion probably wouldn’t affect student population at Howenstine or other high schools because students have to test to get into University High School.

viii. There are students who get accepted into University High who decide not to go because they don’t want the pressure.

ix. Howenstine doesn’t feel that the UHS expansion is an issue.
c. Planning for next school year

i. The next Site Council meeting will be September 8th.

ii. The new bell schedule is a go as far as we know.

iii. Certified teachers will be learning Cornell Note Taking during the summer.

iv. Julie is working on supply lists for teachers.

v. There will be much training for teachers in June.

vi. The dual enrollment that would be offered at Howenstine has hit a snag; teachers must have a Master’s degree in a subject area to teach a dual enrollment class at Pima Community College; currently, there are no teachers with subject area Master’s degrees.
d. Student Handbook/Discipline Plan

i. Information will be going into student planners.  The student planners have a later deadline for getting to the Print Shop, so we will be able to get student handbook/discipline plan into the planners.

ii. We can meet as a staff in June to get all on the same page as far as discipline and get really specific as to what information to put into the student handbook and discipline plan.

iii. We can research other schools policies.

iv. The survey that was conducted earlier in the school year found that there was a lack of clarity on the discipline policy.

v. There are not consistent consequences and there are unclear consequences.

vi. Howenstine does not have a “and then what” policy in place.

vii. We have tried detention and other tactics to no avail.

viii. There are a group of around ten students that are chronically tardy and probably four of these students are doing drugs on campus.

ix. The goal will be to have a full discipline plan in June and this will include a tardy policy.

x. All teachers need to enforce all policies in the discipline plan.

xi. Every student will be required to have their planners and use them.

e. School Council Service Verification Form

i. This form must be filled out and signed for certified and classified staff to get professional development hours.
f. School Council Trainings

i. The district wants to know if we want training of any kind.  Submit ideas to Heather.

ii. Training in Robert’s Rules of Order was suggested and agreed upon as a good training.
6. Adjournment

a. Meeting was adjourned at 4:15.

Respectfully,

Linda Campbell

Howenstine HMS School Council Secretary
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