Site Council Minutes
November 8, 2011

1. Call to order at 3:00

a. In attendance: German Quiroga, Julie Stewart, Joslyn Withers, Maritza Nunez, Heather Bates, Linda Campbell, Joann Roadman, Victor Martinez (Student Council member), and Julianna Anaya (Student Council member).

2. Approval of minutes from October 11, 2011

a. Under Community Representative portion, correction made, adding Arroyo Chico Neighborhood as one of the participants of Bicycle Safety Grant.

b. German approved minutes with correction, 2nd by all.

3. Call to audience

a. German asked about the El Grupo Bicycle Club at Tucson High School.  He wanted to know if Howenstine participated in this particular bike club.  Heather stated that Howenstine did have a bicycle club in the past, but she was not sure if it was affiliated with the Tucson High School club.  There is no bicycle club currently at Howenstine.

4. Information Items/Announcements

a. SCPC Report

i. No report at this meeting.

b. PTC/Parent Report

i. Meeting will be held next week.

ii. Lucky Wishbone fundraiser netted $63.00 for PTC.

iii. PTC was asked to pay for breakfast and two lunches for the Accreditation team while they are at Howenstine next week.
c. Student Council

i. There is currently no freshman representative.

ii. They updated the school marquee to reflect that Josten’s will be on campus this coming Thursday, November 10th.

iii. Student Council will be attending a Leadership Camp on November 9 and 10 at City High School.  They are looking forward to attending and participating.

iv. Halloween Dance was pretty successful.  There were a few complaints from students about the music.  Students were requesting songs that could not be played because of lyrics, song title, etc.

d. Community Representative

i. The Barrio Centro Fall Fiesta that was held October 22nd was a success.  There was a Shriner Clown present and Tempest Alabi-Isama, Howenstine’s art teacher, did face painting at the fiesta.

ii. There were eight volunteers at the Bike Church Clean-Up on October 23rd.  There will be more opportunities in the future to volunteer for this. 

iii. There was a meeting on November 1st at Robison Elementary School about Safe Routes to School grant.  Howenstine can join this grant if interested since we are developing a focus on urban planning and renewal.  Kim Abraham from United Way is the lead on this particular grant and it is being tied to the Obesity Grant written by Robison Elementary School.

iv. The Barrio Centro Solar Street Light construction has begun.  This will be the first of its kind in Arizona.  There will be 42 solar street lights within the Barrio Centro neighborhood.  There will be motion sensors within the lights so that they brighten when someone walks under them during nighttime hours.  The solar street lights should be ready by December 27th.
e. Principal’s Report

i. There is a group of teachers, along with Maritza, going to New Orleans for School Improvement Grant training.  They are leaving November 9th and will be back to school on November 14th.  This training is provided by the National Education Association free of charge.  The training will provide support and education about recruiting students, using media and technology to recruit students, etc.  Howenstine is the only school in Arizona under school improvement that is taking advantage of this training.  
ii. Howenstine is still going on with School Improvement Grant.  Monies from the grant will be decreasing as we continue into the second year of the grant and move forward into the third and final year.  
iii. We need to increase our enrollment so that we can keep and increase our current faculty and staff after the School Improvement Grant has ended.

iv. Response to Intervention program and Advanced Placement courses have been added to Howenstine curriculum; the question is how to sustain these programs after the grant is done.

v. AIMS retakes results will be available next month.

5. Discussion/Action Items

a. Tax Credit money for Bowling

i. There is a second bowling league, which is a junior bowling league for advanced bowlers, and they bowl on Saturdays.  Our four bowlers in this league have teamed up with Tucson High School.  Tucson High School has provided our bowlers their own bowling balls and bowling shoes.  The league is asking for $2000 in tax credit money to cover all participation fees for the bowlers and the stipends for two coaches.  German motioned to approve the money, and Julie seconded the motion.  

b. Mission and Vision Statement

i. Heather reworded the vision statement to be more precise.  

ii. Linda motioned to approve the new vision statement and Joann seconded the motion.
iii. Mission statement: Building our world; engineering the future.

iv. Vision statement: Educate students who are engaged in building sustainable communities through service learning, urban planning, and concepts of engineering that move students to the future.

v. Tucson Unified School District is going through their Visioning Process at this time.  Right now, the district is asking for input from teachers.  Teachers responded to a survey from the district about their views of how the district is doing as a whole and if the district is upholding its mission and vision.  Now, teachers are working on Guiding Principles based on the results of this survey.  Parent and student input will come at a later time.

c. Accreditation

i. The team will be at Howenstine November 14th and 15th.

ii. Maritza will be giving out information packets to students, parents, and staff members.  These packets will include mission and vision statements, magnet strand, and other important information.

iii. Howenstine will choose parents, students, and teachers to meet with Accreditation team while they are on campus.

iv. The team will report out to faculty on November 15th at 2:00.

d. SADD Chapter

i. Raul Reyes and Vinca Pessarakli took students to Phoenix last week for a statewide SADD meeting.  The students had a lot of fun and brought back some great ideas and good information.

ii. The SADD Chapter here at Howenstine meets every week.  There are objectives for each week, as well as guest speakers.

6. Plan agenda for Next Meeting

a. SADD Chapter

7. Adjournment

a. Adjourned at 4:00  

Signed,

Linda Campbell

Site Council Secretary

